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Introduction of Language Disorders 

Spring 2019 

 

Course number: ASLP 4040 

Class time: Tuesday, Thursday 9:30 -10:50am 

Place: WH 317 (Wooten Hall) 

 

Instructor:   Boji Lam, Ph.D. 

  Office hours: Tuesday, 2:00 – 5:00p, or by appointment 

  Office: Room 267 

  E-mail: bojilam.course@gmail.com (the best way to contact me) 

  Office Phone: 940-565-2653 

 

Teaching Assistants: Katie Chandler 

E-mail: katiechandler@my.unt.edu 

 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS:  

Vinson, B. P. (2011). Language Disorders Across the Lifespan, 3rd Edition, by Betsy 

Vinson, 2012. Thomson Delmar Learning. (ISBN-10 1-4354-9859-3) 

 

USEFUL RESOURCE 

Shipley, K. G., & McAfee, J. G. (2015). Assessment in speech-language pathology: A 

resource manual. Nelson Education. 

 

https://bilinguistics.com/speech-therapy-materials/ 

 

https://www.speech-language-therapy.com/ (A fantastic website for both speech and 

language disorders by Dr. Caroline Bowen, an ASHA fellow) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

Welcome, my future colleagues! This course will provide you with an introduction to 

the scientific and clinical study of the nature, causes, diagnosis, and treatment of 

language disorders in children and adults. Readings and classroom discussion will 

emphasize integration of behavioral and scientific knowledge with contemporary 

understanding of language disorders. 

 

COURSE FORMAT: 

The format for the course will be comprised of lectures, discussions, classroom activities, 

and presentations in verbal and visual modalities. Emphasis will be on facilitating 

students’ understanding of the nature of language disorders and the impact of a language 

disorder on an individual’s social, academic, and vocational success. 

 

  

https://bilinguistics.com/speech-therapy-materials/
https://www.speech-language-therapy.com/
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate knowledge in the 

following three areas:  

1. Nature of Language Impairment: Students will understand the characteristics 

and functional impact of language disorders across the lifespan. Students will 

understand how cultural and linguistic diversity affect language in order to 

differentiate a language difference from a language disorder.   

 

2. Assessment of Language Disorders: Students will be introduced to 

contemporary issues in the assessment of language disorders as well as various 

methods used to evaluate language skills across the lifespan. 

 

3. Treatment of Language Disorders: Students will be introduced to the basic 

methods used to treat language disorders across the lifespan. Different models of 

clinical service delivery as well as guidelines for evidence-based practice will be 

presented. 

 

Major assignments and examinations: 

 

1. Exams (Total: 230 pts) 

 3 in-class exams (60, 60, 30 points = 150 points) 

 Final exam (cumulative: 80 points) 

 

o Exams will consist of multiple-choice questions, matching, and/or 

short questions. They will cover material from the lectures, 

readings, and/or presentations of your classmates.  

o The final examination will assess student’s comprehensive 

understanding of course material/topics, with emphasis on 

integration/application of knowledge.  Format will be multiple 

choice and matching. 

o Requests to reschedule an exam are considered only when there is 

a family or medical emergency with documentation, or religious 

holidays.  

 

2. 10 online quizzes (10 points each X 10 = 100 points) 

 Students will review lectures and book information to complete 8 online 

quizzes during the semester. Quizzes are open for only one week and must 

be completed during that time. If you have computer problems, you must 

email me during the time the assessment is open so you can receive 

another attempt. Make-up assessments are at the discretion of Dr. Lam. 

 

3. Three assignments (70 pts):  

1. Language sample analysis - narratives (25 points; Due 3/21) 

2. Role-play activity with Dr. Lam (20 points) 

3. An interview with your parents (or elderly members of your family)  

(25 points; Due 4/30). 
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Total number of points is 400. 

 

Letter Grade (%) Point Scale 

A (>90) 360 - 400 

B (80-89) 320 - 359 

C (70-79) 280 - 319 

D (60-69) 240 - 279 

F (<59) 239 or less 

 

 

4. Extra credit (5 pts):  

 

 On several occasions throughout the semester, you will be offered an 

opportunity to earn extra credit points by taking a quiz or completing a 

short assignment. Turning in an extra credit assignment does not guarantee 

you will earn the full points. No make-up extra credit assignments will be 

given.  

 

 Do not look at percentage. Throughout the semester keep track of number of 

points you have missed. 

 There will be no rounding. 

 Your grade-to-date will be posted on Canvas 

 Your assignments and exams will be graded within two weeks of the due date or 

the exam day.  

 When grades are posted you will receive a 0 if we do not have your work.  

Please report any discrepancy to Dr. Lam or TAs within 3 days after posting. 

After that it will be assumed you are in agreement with your grade and no 

changes will be made. 

 

Observation Hours:  

 

In this class students may earn several observation hours that will count toward the total 

of 25 hours needed for graduate school or SLP-A license. In order to receive credit for 

those hours, each student will need to register with Master Clinician. The fee for one 

year is $35. You do not need to get another account if you registered in the fall. 

Your account is still active. This fee will cover the videos shown in all your classes this 

semester such as Clinical Methods and the Clinical Practicum classes. If you do not have 

an account, go to masterclinician.org and sign up. This is not required for your grade 

in this class. 

 

Videos of therapy sessions will be shown at various times throughout the semester. Each 

student will complete a video observation form during the viewing that counts toward 

class participation. To earn observation hours, students will need to complete the 

classroom observation form and the Master Clinician survey form. Those students who 

are earning observation hours through Master Clinician will be given a form documenting 

these observations that will be turned in to clinical staff at the end of the semester. At 
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time of student’s graduation, the final form documenting observation hours will be given 

to student. This form is needed for those students who attend graduate school and those 

students who will apply for SLP-A licensure. It is recommended you maintain a record of 

your observation hours from various classes using the Excel form available in 

blackboard. 

 

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION: 

Students who actively engage in the learning process learn and retain more information. 

Regular attendance in class and active listening/participating in classroom discussion is 

necessary for optimal learning. All cell phones and other electronic communication 

devices are not to be used during class time and should remain “out-of-sight” during class 

time. Please demonstrate your respect by not texting, checking messages, etc. during 

class time. 

 

DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS: 

The Department of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology cooperates with the 

Office of Disability Accommodations (ODA) to make reasonable accommodation for 

qualified students with disabilities (of American with Disabilities Act and Section 504, 

Rehabilitation Act). All students who have a specific disability that qualifies them for 

academic accommodations are encouraged to register with ODA. If you need any 

accommodations for a disability, please submit your written request to the instructor and 

provide certification from ODA on or before the 12th day of class. 

The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and 

letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation 

entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same 

opportunities enjoyed by all citizens. 

For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 

www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic 

Integrity. Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance 

with the University Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a 

verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply 

to incidents involving major violations. You will find the policy and procedures at 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 

 

DROP INFORMATION:   

Please go to http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/scheduleclass.html for information regarding 

dropping a class. If you wish to drop a class after Census Date, you must have written 

consent from your professor. 

 

Emergency Notification & Procedures: 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/scheduleclass.html
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UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information 

in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public 

safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university 

closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.”  

 

Religious holidays:  

You may make up work missed or reschedule an exam because of a religious holiday if 

you bring me documentation of the holiday. Please notify the instructor or the TA by Jan 

28th.   

 

Succeed at UNT! 

https://success.unt.edu/ 

Show up. Find support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay focused. 

 

I value your questions, observations, opinions, and insights. I wish you success not 

just as a brilliant student but an aspiring speech-language pathologist.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE: 

The course descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 

instructor. We will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the schedule will be 

with adequate notice, for good reasons, and in consultation with the class. If we fall 

behind on this schedule, you will only be tested with respect to what we have covered in 

class up to that point in time. 

 
Week Dates Reading Assignments/Topic Exams/Assignments Online 

assessments 

1 1/15 Introduction and chapter 1    

1/17 Chapter 1 & 2 – Preschool   

 

2 1/22 Chapter 3 – Classification   Chapter 3 opens 

1/24 Chapter 3   

 

3 1/29 Chapter 4 - ASD  Chapter 3 closes 

Chapter 4 opens 

1/31 Chapter 4    

  

4 2/5 Chapter 5 Assessment  Chapter 4 closes  

Chapter 5 & 6 

opens 

2/7 Chapter 6 Preschool Treatment   

 

5 2/12 Chapter 6 

 

Exam 1 Review Chapter 5 & 6 

closes 

Off week 

 2/14 Chapter 7 Persistence of Deficits   

 

6 2/19  Exam 1 (chapters 1-7) 60 pts Chapter 8 opens 

2/21 Chapter 8 - LLD   

 

7 2/26 Chapter 9 Spelling and Reading  Chapter 8 closes 

Chapter 9 opens 

2/28 Chapter 9   

 

8 3/5 Morpheme analysis  Chapter 9 closes 

Chapter 10 opens 

 3/7 Narratives analysis   

 

9 3/12 Spring Break   

 3/14    

 

10 3/19 Chapter 10 ADD  

 

Ch. 10 closes 

Chapter 11 opens 

3/21  #1 Language sample analysis due  

 

11 3/26 Chapter 11 TBI  Chapter 11 closes 

Chapter 12 & 13 

open 

3/28 Chapter 12 – Assessment   
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12 4/2 Chapter 13 School age Treatment Exam 2 Review Chapter 12 & 13 

close 

Off week 

4/4 Chapter 13   

 

13 4/9  Exam 2 (Chapters 8-13, & 

Morpheme & Narratives analysis ) 

60 points 

Chapter 15 opens 

4/11 Chapter 15 - Dementia   

     

14 4/16 Chapter 15  Chapter 15 closes 

Chapter 14 opens 

4/18 Chapter 14 Aphasia Exam 3 review  

 

15 4/23 Chapter 15 Aphasia  Chapter 14 closes 

4/25  Exam 3 – (chapter 14-15) 30 points  

 

16 4/30 Review week #2 Family interview due  

5/2 Review week   

 

17 Section 

1- 8am 

Final Exam Tuesday, May 7 8:00 am – 10:00 

am 

 


